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Introduction
Sweat is a short story that was first published in 1926 by Zora Neale Hurston, an American writer. The story explains the life of a washerwoman who has to clean white folk’s clothes as a job to feed his insecure husband, who is unemployed. 
Plot
The setting is in a small town in Central Florida. The events in the story take place during the hot July and August month periods which favour the prevalence of snakes e.g. rattlesnakes in the area. This is particularly important since it allows for a flow of activities in the narration and enhances the broad spectrum of the impact of the subject of the story. This setting is highly favoured in the story as a change in it, would bring a difference in the sequence of Hurston’s sequel of books and would not favour the induction of empowerment and survival factors in the narration of the short story.
Delia is the protagonist and main character in the story that is portrayed as a hardworking, peaceful, Christian black woman who makes her living by washing other white folk’s clothes. She was a wash-woman, and Monday morning meant a great deal to her. (1)  Her husband, Sykes, is unemployed yet has a strange rudeness towards her despite being the provider in the family. This shows the ravenous attitude of Sykes in the story where despite Delia providing for him has left her with “knotty, muscled limbs” and “hard, knuckly hands” as described by the author.
 Sykes is an arrogant abusive husband who inserts pressure on Delia by physically and emotionally hurting her through taking her wages and extends a cowardly move, by indulging in sexual behaviour outside marriage which is against the moral code. He extends the favour by even paying for Bertha`s rent using Delia’s wage money and often scaring her using snakes as portrayed in “Sykes, what you throw dat whip on me like dat? You know it would skeer me—looks just like a snake, an’ you knows how skeered Ah is of snakes... You aint got no business doing it. Gawd knows it’s a sin. Some day Ah’m gointuh drop dead from some of yo’ foolishness.”(11) .He even has the boldness to insult the body physique of Delia despite her being his wife; this portrays an abusive relationship which is mostly fuelled by Sykes.
Fortunately, Delia is staunch Christian woman who decided to not fight Sykes intentions but to look for inner peace in the home she was staying and pursue a simple life which would allow for continuity of a good state of mind. Delia reflects on the state of marriage she is in and finds comfort in this thought “Oh well, whatever goes over the Devil's back, is got to come under his belly. Sometime or ruther, Sykes, like everybody else, is gointer reap his sowing. (27) Where Delia believes it’s only God who can revenge or punish Sykes on his behalf. Delia also stays despite the abuse since she wants to protect her investment and during that time period, divorce wasn’t an option.
Sykes continues to stay with Delia due to the impact she has on the economic angle of the couple .Sykes sees the opportunity of chasing away Delia and moving in with Bertha and that why he always would abuse her and throw snakes at her to cause a panic which would disorient her to leave. First defiance by Delia as portrayed by author “ Delia's habitual meekness seemed to slip from her shoulders like a blown scarf.” (18)  led to a shock from Sykes as Delia challenged her husband's violent threat with her own self tactics as portrayed “She seized the iron skillet from the stove and struck a defensive pose, which act surprised [Sykes] greatly, coming from her. “(21)  
Joe Clarke is the elder who most people in the village would listen to when he spoke his mind and his porch was a place where they criticize on Sykes and Bertha relationship beside the ruin of Delia. This allowed for the removal of bias towards Delia who showed a great aspect of an admirable woman in the society. The men in the porch played a significant role where their opinion of Sykes reinforces the reader's disgust at his sadism and prohibited Sykes actions towards Delia as shown when one man says “Syke Jones aint wuth de shot an’ powder hit would tek tuh kill ’em. Not to huh he aint.”(1024)
In this story , Delia is pictured as a survivor who has to cater on his own if she is to attain peace and security in the future .She is also framed as a victim of domestic violence and feminism whereby she wouldn’t perform tasks that men would do .
Schadenfreude is a German term that translates to the pleasure someone’s finds in another person’s misfortune. This is clearly shown when Sykes plans to chase away Delia from their matrimonial home which  Bertha finds comfort in since she would be united with Sykes without disturbance .There is also an instance whereby Sykes is tired of Delia and is searching out opportunity with  Bertha to harm Delia by planting a rattler in her washing garments. Unfortunately, it is Sykes who is harmed by the rattler in the neck while Delia finds pleasure in the ordeal while sited underneath a chinaberry tree.
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